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• 3.1 Million People 

• 54% - 2006 Countywide Diversion Rate

• 16 of 19 Jurisdictions have reached 50% Diversion

• 4.1 Million Tons - 2004 Countywide Disposal

• 4.2 Million Tons – In-County Landfill 
Annual Permitted Capacity for MSW

• #1 County in the Nation for 
Value of Floricultural, Nursery, 
Greenhouse and Sod Products

•  #1 County in the Nation in Small 
(under 10 acres) Farms

• #2 in the Nation with the Highest Number of Farms  (6,565)

San Diego County

Sources: CIWMB/US Census/ San Diego County Farm Bureau/County of San Diego Public 
Works



1999 City of San Diego Waste Composition 
Study, Miramar Landfill
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, & 
Compost
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345,000 tons



Farming and composting need each other…

• Logistics
• Built-in resources
• Improved crop yields
• Water conservation
• Markets for end-products
• Transition to organic growing
• Highest and best use of organics 
• Diversified agricultural revenue streams 
• Preservation of both farming and organics processing industries



• Fifth largest industry in San Diego County

• Contributes $1.4 billion directly to the local ec onomy

• $5.1 billion total value to the local economy

• 65 percent of farms are nine or fewer acres in si ze

• 92% of the farms are family owned

• 77% of the farmers live on their land

• #1 in the nation in production of avocados

• #7 in the nation for poultry (hens & pullets)

An industry worth preserving…

(Source: San Diego County Farm Bureau)



Challenges….



Local land use policies and zoning ordinances



Use of organic materials as alternate daily cover

AB 2640 

SEC. 2.    Section 41781.3 of the Public Resources
Code is amended to read:

41781.3.  (a) (1) The use of solid waste for beneficial reuse in
the construction and operation of a solid waste landfill, including
the use of alternative daily cover, which reduces or eliminates the
amount of solid waste being disposed pursuant to Section 40124, shall
constitute diversion through recycling and shall not be considered
disposal for the purposes of this division.

(2) On and after January 1, 2015, the use of green material, as
defined in regulations adopted by the board pursuant to Section
40502, for beneficial reuse in the construction and operation of a
solid waste landfill, including the use of green material as
alternative daily cover, shall not constitute diversion through
recycling and shall be considered disposal for purposes of this
division.

(3) On January 1, 2009, the board shall provide notice to all
operators of disposal facilities of the requirements of paragraph
(2).

(b) On or before July 1, 2010, pursuant to the board's authority
to adopt rules and regulations pursuant to Section 40502, the board
shall adopt or revise regulations that establish conditions for the
use of alternative daily cover that are consistent with this
division. In adopting the regulations, the board shall consider, but
is not limited to, all of the following criteria:



Lack of coordination between 
farmers and resource managers



7 Permitted Compost Facilities in county (3 on nurse ries, 1 on farm)

Not enough processors!



Lack of a strategic investment



Competing land use

…and is the 12th largest
agricultural economy.

San Diego County has the sixth highest 
urban population among counties in the 

United States…



San Pasqual Valley Soils - Fear and Loathing on the M anure Trail 



Solutions…Solutions…



Facilitate cooperation between farmers, 
resource managers and planners



Increase strategic investment in organics management 
and finished product markets



Develop a system of information exchange, training, 
and standards for the agricultural industry



Eliminate diversion 
credit for ADC



Phase all compostable organics out 
of the landfill by 2012



Recap…

Farms throughout the U.S. hold tremendous potential for resource
management:

• Built-in resources (land, equipment and end-product use)

• Diversified range of scale (decentralized and centralized)

• Aid to transitioning into organic crop production (fastest growing and most    
environmentally friendly segment of agriculture)

• C02 sink 

• Decreased pollution of water sources and degradation of soils

• Highest and best use of discarded organics

Thanks for being a part of COOL 2012!


